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months before the venerable man’s death we 

more than thirty years, 
ervice, and daring the recess we 
iome time. He feelingly expresi 

to meet once more in 
From what I can learn this was about the last time my 
venerable friend ever put to his lips the visible cup of 










salvation 
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WILLIAM WANLESS. 

For more than a hundred years the Wanless name 
has been a familiar one in our region of country. Ac¬ 
cording to tradition vaguely entertained, Ralph and 
Stephen Wanless, natives of England, came to Virgin¬ 
ia and settled on the Wanless place, near Mount Tabor 
school house, in the “Hills ,’ 1 five miles north of Hun¬ 
tersville. One of Ralph's sons was William Wanless, 
who married Nancy Wilson, from near Fort Defiance, 
inia. She was a sister of the wife of Isaac Moore, 
Senior, of Knapps Creek. They settled on Back Al¬ 
leghany, and were the parents of nine daughters and 
seven sons. The daughters were Rachel, Jane, Eliza, 

Nancy Ann, Margaret who died aged 7 years, 

15 years, Melinda who was drowned 
woman in Leatherbark Creek, 
sons were James, Andrew, Nelson 
two unnamed who died in infancy, 
eldest daughter, married the 
in Randolph County, lived 
and finally located on 
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was a very estimable 
resbyterian church, and 
an upright person in 
to the Logan family these 
r Jane Logan is on Back 


ruling elder 















Ann Logan became Mrs Enos Curry, 

Homestead. Mary Elizabeth Logan 
to John Curtis, and settled on Back Allegl 
becca Logan married James Gal ford, 

Back Alleghany. Ina Josephine Logan was married 
to Samuel Renick Hogsett and lives on Browns 
Preston Logan died at the age of seven, and William 
Logan when three years old. 

J&ne Wauless was married to the late David Mc¬ 
Laughlin near Driftwood. 

Eliza Wauless was married to the late Chesley K. 

K. Moore, of Dunmore, and now lives on Alleghany. 

Martha became Mrs Henry Nottingham. 

Nancv Ann married P. Nicholas and moved to Min- 
%/ 

nesota, where she now lives. 

Matilda Wauless was married to William Cassell, on 
Greenbrier River, a few miles east of Green bank. 

The Rev James Wanless, a brother of William Wan- 
less, was in his day widely known as a minister 
M. E. Church, and in the last years of his 

of the M. P. Church. Early in 
Miss Elizabeth Sharp, daughter of John 












Senior, one of the original settlers near Fro 
on Thorny Creek at the place owned 
by Newton Fertig. Sometime in t 
Wanless cleared considerable land. 
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acksmith, and lived on 

House,, While trying to 
Longing to Squire John 
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about, sixty years ago, he was instantly 

sons were John F., William, and James. 
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the three nephews and r 
In the meantime he prospered financial- 
from James Sharp the property 
John F. Wanless. In connexion with 
farming enterprises, James Wanless operated two mills 
and prospered enough to accumulate a very respectable 
competency for those times. 

James Wanless was a zealous local preacher, and 
rarely ever spent a silent Sabbath. He seemed to have 
Iliad great admiration for John the Baptist as a model 
backwoods preacher. It was evidently his belief that 
it was his duty to lift up a voice in the Pocahontas wil¬ 
derness against the vanities of the times. His spirit 
would be deeply stirred by the advent of a new fashion 
and then he would look up Mathew xi. 8 for his text: 
“But what went ye out for to see ? A man clothed in 
soft raiment ? Behold they that wear soft clothing are 

’s houses.” 

While commenting on the wearing of soft raiment 

preacher would assign to the fashions and the 
portion in due season, as he thought it 
needed. “Now just consider what I say, my brethren 
and hearers. How would John the Baptist have 
ed in a 
whiskev 





vices 






devout peop 


ow tailed coat, pointed toed shoes 
and stovepipe hat, et ceter 
t it would have been out of the 
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many of the younger people from their 

to be in the fashion was to 
step in a downward career. 

While it is hard to suppress our smiles 
be acknowledged that when it was 













istian duty to be plain and economical 
vast deal of needless expenditure, and to rear 
and furnish a passable home was not the heavy 
plexing business it is now. 

Ralph Wan less, Junior, first married Anna Poa; 
daughter of G. W. Poage of the Levels. After living 
in Huntersville several years as thr village blacksmith, 
he located on the homestead at Mount Tabor. Their 
children were George Poage, Hopkins, Milurn, Sam¬ 
uel, and Margaret. 

John Wanlese married Elizabeth Bridger, and set¬ 
tled in Lewis County. Mrs Wan less was noted for her 
skill in nursing the sick, and her services were in de¬ 
mand far nnd near. Sick people had so much confi¬ 
dence in her that they seemed to think there was no 
danger of dying if Mrs Wan less could be had in time. 

Most all the Wanless brothers were industrious 
skillful workers in iron, acquired from their 
who seems to have been a genius in that line 
ry, so useful to the people in pioneer and 
When Ralph Wanless and his sons wrou 
and caused the primitive forests to rin 
strong and resonant striking of hammers 

dness was of essential 
most of the implements used in 
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cultivating the ground, and building houses were made 

le pioneer shops, and for y 
axes, hoes, shovel 













•s, brush hooks, seng hoes, ni 
broad axes, frows, grubbing hoes, pot hooks 
hangers, kettle bales, log chains, double trees, sin 

linges and latches, and other articles. 





Toiling, rejoicing, sorrowing, 

Onward through life he goes, 

Each morning sees some task begun, 

Each evening sees its close— 

Something attempted, something done 
Has earned a night’s repose. 

Thanks, thanks to thee, my worthy friend, 
For the lesson thou hast taught : 

Thus at the flaming forge of life 
Our fortunes must be wrought, 

Thus on the sounding anvil shaped 
Each burning deed and thought. 

—The Village Blacksmith. 


WALTER DRINNON. 


Among the pioneer settlers of the Edray district the 
Drinnons are believed to have been among the very 


•om what the venerable James McCollum 














rence Drinnon, remembers there were 
Charles, Lawrence, and Thomas, sons 
innon from Ireland. It is inor 

here about the time Job 




